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AGENDA

LYC 39th Annual Civics and Law-Related Education Conference
Holiday Inn Saratoga Springs 

232 Broadway, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

Friday, October 16, 2015

Conference Registration  7:00 a.m. – 8:30 a.m.

Breakfast Buffet   7:30-8:30 a.m.

  Session 1: (choose one) 8:45 – 10:15 am 

A.  Students’ Rights are Human Rights: 
Lessons from the Past, Challenges for 
the Future

B.  The Voting Rights Act—A Noble Past, 
An Uncertain Future

C.  Social Justice Illustrated by Political 
Cartoons

D. Human Rights and the Death Penalty

Session 2: (choose one) 10:30 – noon 

A.  Teaching Equal Protection in the Age 
of Diversity and the “Colorblind 
Constitution”

B.  NYS K-12 Social Studies Framework: 
Human Rights Issues

C.  The Power of Mutual Respect in Youth 
Justice

D.  New York’s Age of Criminal 
Responsibility 

E.  Human Trafficking, Human Rights in 
NY & Abroad

Luncheon Buffet  12:15 – 1:15 pm
Welcome:  Hon. Jonah Triebwasser, Chair, LYC Committee of NYSBA

Session 3: Plenary Session  1:30 – 3:30 p.m.

Panel Discussion Featuring

Karen Korematsu
Korematsu Institute, San Francisco, CA

Korematsu v. United States (1944)

Matt Rozell
Hudson Falls, NY 

American GIs and Human Rights Violations: Combat Soldiers Confront the Holocaust

James Johnson, Esq.
Jamestown, NY 

Robert H. Jackson Scholar

Adjourn  3:30 p.m.
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39th Annual LYC Conference - October 16, 2015
Workshop Description and Presenters Biographical Information
Attendees will choose one workshop per session.
Room Assignments are on the “Conference at a Glance“ schedule in your registration packet.

Session 1: 8:45-10:15 a.m.

A.  Students’ Rights are Human Rights: Lessons from the Past,  
Challenges for the Future

Affirming the unalienable rights and dignity of all students while balancing society’s need for the orderly operation 
of our schools is a challenge for both the educational and legal communities. In this session, participants will be 
engaged in an interactive exploration of students’ rights. Participants will examine key landmark Supreme Court 
decisions and discuss related contemporary challenges. This session will foster a shared vision of students’ rights 
as the foundation of a culture of civility, respect and civic responsibility in our schools and throughout our society. 
Instructional strategies and resources will be shared.

David A. Scott, Esq., is a licensed attorney and Social Studies teacher at Northport High School, NY. He is the 
Coordinator of Project PATCH, the Northport-East Northport School District’s K-12 Law and Civic Education Program. 
He is a past recipient of the New York State Bar Association’s Distinguished Service Award for an Educator and recipient 
of the ALA National Law-Related High School Teacher of the Year Award. He is an instructor at Stony Brook University 
in the Educational Leadership Program, where he teaches School Law. At Northport High School, he teaches American 
Law, advises the Mock Trial team, and leads a district-wide community service project. He serves as the Long Island 
Regional Coordinator for the We the People Program. Scott was recognized in 2014 by the New York State Council for the 
Social Studies with the Distinguished Social Studies Educator Award.

B. The Voting Rights Act: A Noble Past, An Uncertain Future
 This presentation will provide attendees with a lesson plan to familiarize students with how voting is regulated 
and the Voting Rights Act. Ms. Stein will present an exercise in which students are given various scenarios that 
demonstrate the qualifications that states may set, based on guidelines set by the U.S. Constitution and the U.S. 
Supreme Court. The 1965 Voting Rights Act will be discussed and efforts by states to impose barriers to voting, both 
past and present. Finally, Ms. Stein will discuss attempts to curtail the Act, including the Supreme Court’s 2013 
decision in Shelby County v. Holder, which overturned key provisions of the Act, and what impact this may have 
going forward.

Amy R. Stein, Esq., Hofstra Law School, Professor of Legal Writing, and Assistant Dean for Legal Writing and Adjunct 
Instruction Professor Stein, received her B.A from Tufts University and her J.D. from Fordham University School of Law. 
She has been teaching Legal Research and Writing at Hofstra Law School since 2000. She also teaches Civil Procedure, 
Deposition Practice, and Written Discovery. Professor Stein presents frequently on topics relating to legal writing at 
national and regional conferences. She has written articles for various legal writing journals and has authored two legal 
research guides. Professor Stein is committed to encouraging high school students to pursue higher education and careers 
in the law, particularly those from disadvantaged backgrounds. She frequently judges high school moot court competitions 
and speaks to students to encourage them to continue their educations. She has participated in several Law, Youth and 
Citizenship programs and has also participated in Youth Law Day programs sponsored by the American Bar Association.
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C. Social Justice Illustrated by Political Cartoons
This engaging, interactive presentation will have participants reviewing political cartoons, past and present, to 
prompt discussion about how cartoonists can use their images to enlighten others on topics of equal rights, 
poverty, racism, sexism and more. Attendees will be given a full package of resources to use to analyze cartoons 
from archived classics from Thomas Nast and Theodor Seuss Geisel to the present day drawings by Tom Toles 
(Washington Post), Adam Zeigler (Buffalo News), Matt Davies (Newsday) and others.

Mary Miller has been the Education Services Director for New York News Publishers Association for over 15 years. 
Since creating the position in 2001, she has helped develop a growing library of Newspaper in Education (NIE) curricula 
aligned to the current student standards and assessments. Her vision for NIE in New York State includes strategic 
partnerships with other organizations interested in providing teachers with easy to use tools to ultimately improve 
student achievement and to create lifelong learners. She has increasingly used new and emerging technologies to help meet 
the needs and wants of newspapers, teachers, and most importantly, students. She has worked with the We the People 
and Project Citizen Programs and serves on the steering committee of the New York Family Engagement Coalition. The 
NYNPA, NIE, and Youth Outreach Programs have been recognized with numerous regional and national awards and 
continue to strive for increased student engagement and understanding.

D. Human Rights and the Death Penalty
This presentation has been adapted from the NYC Bar Association Capital Punishment Committee’s annual 
teacher training, which aims to assist local high school educators in developing capital punishment curricula in 
the classroom. This session will cover a brief history of the death penalty in the United States, the use of the death 
penalty abroad, current legal developments, and ways to engage students around the issue. The presentation will 
have a special focus on the human rights implications of capital punishment, including racial disparities and the 
Eighth Amendment’s ban on cruel and unusual punishment.

E. Carlisle Overbey, Esq., is an associate in the New York City office of Clifford Chance. She has worked primarily  
on white-collar and regulatory matters. Carlisle graduated from Cornell Law School, where she worked for the Cornell 
Law School Capital Punishment Clinic and is a recent addition to the Capital Punishment Committee of the New York 
City Bar.
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Session 2: 10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

A.  Teaching Equal Protection in the Age of Diversity and the  
“Colorblind Constitution”

Justice John Marshal Harlan gave us the term the “Colorblind Constitution” in his famous dissent in Plessy v. 
Ferguson. For more than a century since, the term has intrigued legal scholars and activists alike - first racial liberals 
who despised the badge of inferiority Jim Crow bestowed, then racial conservatives who believed policies like 
affirmative action were nothing more than reverse discrimination. This presentation, based on nearly 20 years 
of experience in the college classroom, will focus on the concept and why it continues to allure in an age when 
diversity is a top priority for American society.

Dr. Christopher Malone was appointed Associate Dean of the School of Natural and Social Sciences at Lehman College, 
CUNY. He is also Associate Professor of Political Science. Before coming to Lehman College, Christopher Malone spent 
15 years at Pace University. From 2005 to 2007, he served as the Founding Director of the American Studies program. In 
Fall 2007, he was tapped to direct the University’s Pforzheimer Honors College, which he led until 2010. In 2011, Malone 
returned to the Department of Political Science and served as Chair until September 2014. 

He is nationally recognized for his pedagogical commitment to civic engagement and political literacy; at the same time he 
has built a local reputation as an expert in public policy. In 2004, Malone was identified by the Washington Post as one 
of the nation’s most innovative professors. From 2004-2010, Malone co-taught a course on American Politics and Public 
Policy with C-SPAN’s Executive Producer, Steve Scully, that aired every Friday afternoon on the C-SPAN networks. 
From 2011-2015, he served as Policy Director for Bronx State Senator, Gustavo Rivera. 

Malone has written widely on race and American political development, democracy and citizenship. He is the author 
of Between Freedom and Bondage: Race, Party and Voting Rights in the Antebellum North (Routledge Press, 2008), 
contributing author and co-editor of Occupying Political Science: The Occupy Wall Street Movement from New York 
to the World (Palgrave, 2013), and contributing author and co-editor of The Organic Globalizer: Hip Hop, Political 
Development, and Movement Culture (Bloomsbury Press 2014). Malone has also been quoted regularly in news articles 
on presidential politics and has appeared on local television and radio analyzing presidential politics. 

Malone holds bachelor’s degrees from Louisiana State University and Suffolk University, an M.A. from Fordham 
University, and a Ph.D. from The Graduate School and University Center, The City University of New York.

B. NYS K-12 Social Studies Framework: Human Rights Issues
The opportunities for teaching about human rights issues found within the newly approved NYS K-12 Social 
Studies Framework will be presented. Some of the Inquiries from the Resource Toolkit will be highlighted. 

Patricia Polan serves as the Associate in Instructional Services Social Studies in the Office of Curriculum and 
Instruction at New York State Education Department. She has worked on the development of the NYS K-12 Social 
Studies Framework which was adopted by the Board of Regents in 2014. Patricia has traveled throughout the state to 
help local districts develop curriculum aligned to the framework. Patricia had worked in the Office of State Assessment 
on social studies assessments since December 2006 before joining the Curriculum team in 2012. Previously, she worked 
as a social studies teacher, an elementary teacher, a computer coordinator and building administrator in various schools 
throughout the Capital District. 
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C. The Power of Mutual Respect in Youth Justice
Respect between all parties is a must when dealing in the realm of youth justice. Respect cannot be demanded or 
taken. Respect can only be earned and given. Dive into your own history with respect and find out how you give it 
and earn it to find out the ways justice can be symbolic in your world and those around you.

Tammie Miller has a creative flair and has worked with youth for the last twenty three years, bouncing from the 
Continental U.S., Hawaii, Asia, Eastern Europe, Middle East, Africa, Caribbean, Central America and many places in 
between. Growing up, she never thought she wanted to have children, let alone work with them. But there was another 
plan for her, and she has spent her entire adult life serving at-risk youth in some form or another. Formally, Tammie has 
worked for two American Embassies, the Department of Navy, the YMCA, The Altamont House (a Peter Young House 
in Albany) and Youth Court in Jefferson County. Tammie is currently serving on the United Way of Northern New York 
as a Board Member, a Community Review Member, and most recently was a Senate Nominee for the 11th District Most 
Distinguished Women Award. She stays busy in the community and has three active teenagers.

D. New York’s Age of Criminal Responsibility
New York tries all 16 and 17 year olds as adults when they come into contact with the criminal justice system, and 
minors as young as 13 when they are accused of certain crimes. Minors tried as adults are exposed to a lifetime 
criminal conviction, are denied the opportunity to receive age appropriate services, and at age 16, they are held in 
adult facilities. The presentation will address the societal costs of this policy, and offer a path for reform.

Yuval Sheer, Esq., Deputy Director at the New York Center for Juvenile Justice, has been promoting policies that hold 
youth accountable while responding to their misconduct in a manner that takes into account their individuality and 
developmental differences. These policies are aimed at effectively addressing the underlying issues that may have led to 
a youth’s arrest in order to prevent further involvement with the justice system. Mr. Sheer seeks to continue leveraging 
his legal education, creativity, and passion for the cause to improve justice for minors. You may read more about his work 
here: http://jjie.org/op-ed-chasing-comprehensive-reform-we-seized-opportunities-for-change/

E. Human Trafficking, Human Rights in New York State and Abroad
An overview of the trafficking law in New York State with a focus on demographic and case data: Where are 
trafficked persons located? What historical/social forces brought them here? Are they isolated or co-ethnic 
communities? What human capital do they carry? How have they been received in rural as well as urban areas? 
How is the NYS law changing the dynamic of trafficking? Has the influx of unaccompanied minors led to increases 
in human trafficking? How are external forces abroad connected to this issue? 

Christa Stewart, Esq., joined Equality Now in August 2015 as Program Manager of the Sexual Violence and 
Adolescent Girls’ Legal Defense Fund (AGLDF) based out of the America’s office. Ms. Stewart is a lawyer, experienced 
in working with adolescent girls and on issues of human trafficking, sexual assault and immigration. Prior to joining 
Equality Now, she worked for the New York State Bureau of Refugee and Immigrant Assistance (OTDA) where she helped 
to implement New York States’ human trafficking law, managed intergovernmental taskforces and developed community 
outreach partnerships. Prior to OTDA, she served as Director of Legal Services at The Door, a youth development 
agency. In this position, she led a team of nine that handled civil legal cases for youth aged 12 to 21 and managed an 
outreach program for trafficked and vulnerable youth. Ms. Stewart has lectured at numerous universities and educational 
institutions on immigration, women and human rights issues. Her articles have appeared in the Women’s Law Journal 
and the International Legal Practitioner, and she contributed chapters to the Lawyer’s Manual on Human Trafficking and 
the International Adoptions Source Book. She has served on the Board of Trustees of WomenRising, a domestic violence 
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organization in New Jersey, the Board of Queens Legal Services and is currently on the Board of the Global Workers 
Justice Alliance. Ms. Stewart holds a J.D. from Brooklyn Law School and a B.A. from Binghamton University.

Nora Cronin, Esq., is the coordinator for New York State’s Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance Response to 
Human Trafficking and Unaccompanied Minors programs. Prior to this position, Nora was in the Governor’s Office of 
Public Safety and a Senior Trial Attorney in the Kings County District Attorney’s Office. Nora has also been a consultant 
for the American Bar Association’s Rule of Law Initiative in Panama, where she instructed attorneys and police on 
investigative and trial techniques. Before beginning her career as an attorney, Nora was a staff writer for the Long Island 
Press, where she covered political and environmental issues. Nora received her Bachelor of Arts in International Affairs 
and Philosophy cum laude from Mary Washington College and her law degree from St. John’s University School of Law.

Session 3: Plenary Session 1:30 - 3:30 p.m.

Panel Discussion
Karen Korematsu 
Fred T. Korematsu Institute 
San Francisco, CA

Karen Korematsu is the daughter of the late Fred T. Korematsu. In 2009, she co-founded the Fred T. Korematsu 
Institute for Civil Rights and Education at the Asian Law Caucus in San Francisco. Karen has been the Institute’s 
Executive Director since May 2013.

Karen shares her father’s passion for social justice and education. One of her significant accomplishments was 
working with Assembly member Warren Furutani in successfully establishing the “Fred Korematsu Day of Civil 
Liberties and the Constitution” for the state of California on January 30 in perpetuity. Fred Korematsu is the first 
Asian American in United States history that has been honored with a statewide day. The official launch was on 
January 30, 2011.

Since her father’s passing in 2005, Karen has been carrying on her father’s legacy through education as a civil 
rights advocate and public speaker. She speaks at K-12 public and privates schools, universities, law schools and 
organizations. Some speaking engagements around the country have included U.C. Berkeley, U.C. Davis, Seattle 
University School of Law, Northwestern School of Law, Fourth District Court of Appeals in Riverside, CA and the 
University of Michigan. Karen has given presentations on Fred Korematsu K-12 curriculum to the California State 
Conference on Social Studies, Service-Learning Leadership, California Council for the Social Studies Conference, 
Hawaii State Social Studies Teachers Conference and many other state teachers’ workshops. National presentations 
have included the National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS) Conference and the National Forum on 
Education Conference (CEP).

In 2006, Karen signed on to the amicus brief for Odah v. United States in support of the Guantanamo Bay 
detainees regarding habeas corpus and was interviewed by National Public Radio (NPR) regarding her position 
on that case. Also, in 2007, Karen signed on to the amicus brief for Turkman v. Ashcroft in support of the rights of 
Muslim immigrants. In 2012, Karen signed on to the amicus brief for Hedges v. Obama challenging the potential 
infringements on constitutional rights violations of the National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA).

As of 1983, Karen has been a volunteer with the Asian Law Caucus, and in 1989, she co-founded the Fred 
T. Korematsu Civil Rights Fund. Since 2000, she has served on the Asian Law Caucus Board of Directors and 
currently holds the position of Secretary. Karen is a key member of both the National Advisory Board of the Fred T. 
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Korematsu Center for Law and Equality at Seattle University School of Law and the Fred T. Korematsu Professor of 
Law and Social Justice at the William S. Richardson School of Law, University of Hawaii at Manoa. She also sits on 
the National Board of Directors for the Asian American Justice Center in Washington, D.C.

Recent Awards and Honors:

• Bentley School “Freedom Award”

• Iranian American Bar Association, Northern CA “Commitment to Social Justice”

• Council of American Islamic Relations-SFBA “Promoting Justice Award”

• Wrote the Forward to “Patriot Acts, Narratives of Post 9/11 Injustice”, 2011, A Voice of Witness Book

• Guest Speaker, Clinton School of Public Service, University of Arkansas

Matt Rozell 
Hudson Falls High School 
Hudson Falls, NY

Mr. Rozell grew up in the 1960s and ’70s in the foothills of the Adirondacks along the upper Hudson River, 
the cradle of liberty along the ‘Great Warpath’ and the backdrop of James Fennimore Cooper’s, “The Last of the 
Mohicans.” In the 1980s, Mr. Rozell received his B.A. in History and M.S. in Education from SUNY Geneseo, and 
twenty years later, he received their Alumni Educator of the Year Award. He returned to his high school alma mater 
and soon thereafter founded the World War II Living History Project, collecting the evidence of the most cataclysmic 
war in the history of mankind—one person at a time.

In the Summer of 2001, he sat down to interview a former tank commander in his hometown. After two hours of 
nonstop conversation and vivid recounting of battle after battle, the interview seemed concluded, and the camera 
was about to be turned off. On a prompt by his daughter, the old soldier then began to relay an incident from the 
final days of the war. On an early Spring day in 1945, deep in the heart of Nazi Germany, his tank and the tank of 
a fellow tank commander were directed to scout a mysterious train transport stalled on the tracks. It was loaded 
with concentration camp survivors, and these soldiers and their Major had just rescued them from imminent mass 
murder. Though still involved in a shooting war, the American Army immediately began to administer aid and 
medical assistance, and continued to do so for the several weeks.

Mr. Rozell pursued this story for years and uncovered one of the (now) most iconic images of the Holocaust, which 
was taken by these soldiers. His work led to the reuniting of nearly 300 Holocaust survivors with their actual 
American liberators, with several emotional and joyous reunions over 60 years later. His second book will focus on 
this narrative of resilience, survival, rescue, and reunification.

Mr. Rozell has been recognized as an Organization of American Historians History Teacher of the Year and as 
a recipient of the National Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution Founders’ Medal for History 
Education. He is a United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Teacher Fellow, has had his lessons filmed for  
NBC Learn and the New York State United Teachers, and has even been selected as an ABC World News   
“Person of the Week.”

Mr. Rozell recently released his first book, “The Things Our Fathers Saw: The Untold Stories of World War II 
Generation from Hometown, USA.” He plans to publish an additional volume in August of 2016.
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James Johnson, Esq. 
Robert H. Jackson Center 
Jamestown, NY

James C. Johnson is the Senior International Fellow for the Robert H. Jackson Center, located in Jamestown, 
New York. The Robert H. Jackson Center’s mission is to advance the legacy of Robert H. Jackson—U.S. Supreme 
Court Justice and Chief U.S. Prosecutor at the International Military Tribunal (IMT) trial at Nuremberg—through 
education and exhibits, and by pursuing the relevance of his ideas for future generations. Mr. Johnson also serves 
as Co-Director of the Henry T. King Jr. War Crimes Research Office and Adjunct Professor at Case Western Reserve 
University School of Law.

Before joining the Jackson Center in 2012, Mr. Johnson was the Chief of Prosecutions for the Special Court for 
Sierra Leone. The Special Court, an International War Crimes Tribunal, was responsible for prosecuting persons 
for violations of international humanitarian law committed in the territory of Sierra Leone. As such, Mr. Johnson 
supervised trial and investigative teams that prosecuted ten people accused of war crimes, crimes against humanity 
and other serious violations of international law. Prior to joining the Special Court for Sierra Leone, Mr. Johnson 
served for 20 years as a Judge Advocate in the United States Army.
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