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     Masks off?  Maybe by the time you read this many         
locations will be beginning to loosen some of the protocols 
we have all experienced this past 18 months?  Maybe many of 
us have been able to rebook or pursue our customary travels 
during the summer months?  With hesitancy and some         
residual trepidation I hope you will join me in looking ahead 
to the post COVID year.  And perhaps, as we begin to view 
COVID through the rearview mirror, we can collectively 
identify some of the silver linings of the difficulties we have 
endured. 
 
     One possible silver lining you may be feeling is simply the     
empowerment of knowing you have “made it”.  The school 
year may not have been pretty and you may have more gray 
hairs than when you started, but you are here...at the other 
side.  There is strength to be found in taking a moment to    
realize that you are still standing.  As many of us taught about 
the difficult moments of the past, we were hopefully able to 
find solace and inspiration in the letters, diaries and efforts of 

past societies to grapple with their own disasters.  Possibly ironically, the integral importance and        
relevance of teaching Social Studies was more pronounced due to the struggles of COVID.  The   
essential need for understanding how globally interdependent and connected we are was magnified 
and noticeable due to the effects of COVID.   

 
     Is it an apt moment to quote Nietzsche and say “that which does not kill us makes us stronger”? 
Speaking of becoming stronger, past year has illustrated, in many ways, the importance of staying 
connected to our various communities.  In the context of this newsletter I want to invite all of you 
who are not members of the New York State Council for the Social Studies to become members.  I 
also encourage you to become members of the National Council for the Social Studies and consider 
the National Council for History Education. Yes, it does cost money to join these groups, but it     
enables you to be plugged into the activities of your colleagues across the country and across grade 
levels in a way that strengthens all that you are doing.  In particular, the NCSS has an advocacy 
toolkit which is worth taking a look at to see what is being done to keep Social Studies on the radar. 
Teachers are not just “clock in and clock out” positions.  Continuous input from the larger field is 
necessary for our sustained growth.  

     The CNYCSS Board is working on how best to provide opportunities for professional              
development in the fall that will resemble in some capacity what so many of you enjoy at the       
October Conference day.  Due to the input from many of our Board members representing several 
districts we did not hold our annual PD Day this past Fall.  As we look ahead, October still seems 
too soon and school districts protocols are too unpredictable for our planning team to return to the 
traditional October PD Day in 2021.  However, we are looking to provide some other opportunities 
in the Fall, on a smaller scale, that we think many of you will find engaging.  We have had an       
interest expressed in some of our grade 6 teachers forming a PLC for this next year to share and 
learn from each across the membership. If you or a 6th grade teacher you know may be interested, 
please contact cnycss@gmail.com.  
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     You are always invited to share opportunities you know about via our CNYCSS Twitter feed and 
our CNYCSS Facebook page.  If you were not able to participate in our Museum Row or Spring   
Scholar series, please take a moment to check out the websites of some of our local and regional      
historic sites. Many have used the year of COVID to “beef up” their online offerings and virtual       
capabilities. 

     As this interesting and exhausting year winds down, please take a moment to ask your colleagues 
what are some of the “silver linings” from this unexpected crisis.  Now is the perfect opportunity to   
apply some of our historical thinking skills to a real life historical moment. We can immediately reap 
the benefits of applying the social studies skills we have been teaching.  

     On behalf of the CNYCSS Board and Officers we hope you have a safe and wonderful summer! 

   ~ Erica Martin 

CNYCSS is Proud to Serve 103 Districts Across 16 Counties 

Including BOCES, Colleges, and Universities 
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 EMERGING PRACTICES FOR A POST-PANDEMIC WORLD  
Join thousands of educators online to discuss how our world has changed and the impact 

on teaching practices. We’ll explore what history can tell us about this moment, how our view 

of citizenship has shifted, and what teachers should consider as they shift their practice to meet 

the challenge. The virtual event includes three keynote sessions, eight live discussions, and 

close to 70 Track Talks from K-12 educators on key social studies topics. You’ll leave this   

conference with fresh ideas you can integrate into your teaching practice this Fall, and a     

community of support to help.  

FEATURING KEYNOTE SPEAKER BRYAN STEVENSON 

Bryan Stevenson is the founder and Executive Director of the 

Equal Justice Initiative, a human rights organization in      

Montgomery,  Alabama. Under his leadership, EJI has won 

major legal challenges eliminating excessive and unfair      

sentencing, exonerating innocent death row prisoners,        

confronting abuse of the incarcerated and the mentally ill, and 

aiding children prosecuted as adults. 

 

Mr. Stevenson has argued and won multiple cases at the     

United States Supreme Court, including a 2019 ruling         

protecting condemned prisoners who suffer from dementia 

and a landmark 2012 ruling that banned mandatory              

life-imprisonment-without-parole sentences for all children 17 

or younger. Mr. Stevenson and his staff have won reversals, 

relief, or release from prison for over 135 wrongly condemned 

prisoners on death row and won relief for hundreds of others 

wrongly convicted or unfairly sentenced. 

 

He is also the author of the critically acclaimed New York Times bestseller, Just Mercy, which was 

recently adapted as a major motion picture. 

Summer Online  PD Opportunities  
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JANE KAMENSKY 
Trumbull Professor of American History at Harvard University 

 
Jane Kamensky is Trumbull Professor of American History at Harvard 

University and the Pforzheimer Foundation Director of the Schlesinger 

Library on the History of Women in America at Harvard Radcliffe    

Institute. Her most recent book, A Revolution in Color: The World of 

John Singleton Copley (2016), won four major prizes and was a finalist 

for several others. A former Commissioner of the Smithsonian National 

Portrait Gallery, she serves as a Trustee of the Museum of the       

American Revolution, and as one of the principal investigators on the 

NEH/Department of Education-funded initiative, Educating for     

American Democracy. 
 

LAGARRETT KING 
Associate Professor, Social Studies Education 

College of Education, University of Missouri 

 
LaGarrett J. King is an Associate Professor of Social Studies Education. 

He received his Ph.D. from the University of Texas at Austin after an 

eight-year teaching career in Georgia and Texas. His primary research in-

terest examines how Black history is interpreted and taught in schools and 

society. He also researches critical theories of race, teacher education, and 

curriculum history. He is the Founding Director of the CARTER Center 

for K–12 Black History Education and Social Studies Online Masters Co-

ordinator. 
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The Institute offers a wide range of professional development opportunities in American      
history, from customized in-person training at your school with scholars and master teachers, 

to rigorous weeklong teacher seminars and online courses for CEUs and graduate credits. 

Teaching Literacy through History 

Teaching Literacy through History (TLTH) is an interdisciplinary professional development program 
that uses primary sources to improve K–12 education. TLTH workshops are beneficial for               

elementary, middle, and high school teachers who teach American history, social studies, civics, and 
English language arts. Learn more 

The Institute is pleased to present national TLTH programming in partnership with the World War I 
Centennial Commission and the National Cemetery Administration's Veterans Legacy Program.  

 

Self-Paced Courses 

Our Self-Paced Courses are on-demand, graduate-level online courses in American history, taught by 
eminent scholars. Self-Paced Courses can be used to obtain professional development credit, and can 

be completed at your own time and pace, with no deadlines or expiration dates. Learn more 

Online Courses 

The Gilder Lehrman Institute’s Online Courses offer you the opportunity to learn from leading     
scholars of US history in a virtual classroom with other students from across the country. Learn more 

Teacher Seminars 

The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History offers rigorous Teacher Seminars for K–12        

educators. Held at colleges and historic sites across the US and abroad, the weeklong workshops     

include daily programs with leading American historians, visits to local historic sites, and hands-on 

work with primary sources. Learn more 
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Every day, reports of incidents of bigotry and hatred across the globe show us how fragile democracy 

can be. 

Through rigorous historical analysis combined with the study of human behavior, Facing History’s 

approach heightens students’ understanding of racism, religious intolerance, and prejudice; increases 

students’ ability to relate history to their own lives; and promotes greater understanding of their roles 

and responsibilities in a democracy.  

Our collection of educator resources includes a wide range of flexible, multimedia materials, from 

primary sources and streaming videos to teaching strategies, lesson plans, and full units. Find          

resources that will support your students' learning, whether you are teaching a complex moment in 

history or addressing today's breaking news. 

 

 

 

 

 

Gain a new perspective, add more tools to your teaching toolbox, and benefit from the experience and 
fellowship of other teachers—from your own district and around the world. 

Our offerings introduce humanities, civics, social studies, and ELA educators to innovative teaching 

strategies, resources, and the scholarship that make teachers more effective and lead to increased    

student engagement and learning. 
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KQED Media Academy for Educators 
 
Inspire and Engage Students through Digital 
Media 

Now more than ever, educators need support around 
digital media literacy skills, in both remote and tradi-
tional classroom environments. The new KQED Media 
Academy offers a set of four free, instructor-led online 
professional development courses that prepare educa-
tors to effectively and meaningfully analyze, evaluate 
and make media with students to support curriculum 
goals.  

These professional learning courses are open to all educators across the country, including PreK-12 
classroom teachers, librarians, TOSAs and anyone who wants to make media-rich, digitally-savvy 
learning available to students. The Academy will give you the skills and experience you need to con-
nect the dots between digital citizenship, media literacy, 21st Century skills and national curriculum 
standards. 

[See Course Descriptions] 

When you take a KQED Media Academy course, you will: 

 Gain the skills to create digital media and integrate it into lesson plans.  

 Learn by doing hands-on media projects with a cohort of peers.  

 Get individual feedback on your work from an expert instructor. 

 Receive a Certificate of Completion that can be used to document PD hours (20 or 40 hours, de-
pending on the course). 

Develop the competencies and artifacts needed to earn the micro-credentials that lead to PBS Media 
Literacy Educator Certification by KQED. 
How it works:  

 Online instruction delivered through videos, lessons and activities on the KQED Teach platform.  

 Courses run between 3-6 weeks, and you can set your own schedule for when you work on the 
assignments. 

 Individual support and feedback is provided by expert instructors on the platform and via video 
conferencing. You can sign up for a course on your own or with colleagues from your school or 
district. Sign up for as many Media Academy courses as you like. Either way, you’ll be connect-
ed to a professional learning network of like-minded educators.  

 
District and school leaders: get in touch to learn how Media Academy cohorts can help you meet 
professional development goals. 
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Instructor-Led Courses 
Learn with a cohort of peers and get individual feedback from expert instructors!                 
Assignments are aligned with requirements for PBS Media Literacy Educator Certification 
and a course certificate indicating 20 or 40 professional learning hours is awarded upon   
completion. 
 

Certification and a course certificate indicating 20 or 40 professional learning hours is  
awarded upon completion. 

 

 

 
 

Podcasting and Audio Production for the Classroom (July 2021) 

Audio storytelling is an easy, accessible way for students to practice literacy and content 
creation—all they need is a phone. In this instructor-led KQED Media Academy 
course, you’ll make audio for your classroom as well as learn how to teach and assess stu-
dent audio projects. 

This Cohort: July 12-August 22, 2021 ENROLL 

In this hands-on course you will:  

 Make your own audio story for instructional use 

 Develop Common Core standards-aligned lesson plans in which students create audio sto-
ries to demonstrate learning  

 Develop tools and strategies for assessing and providing effective feedback for  student 
media projects  

Analyzing and Evaluating Media for the Classroom (August 2021) 

Misinformation is a constant in students' lives, especially in the current global reality. This 
instructor-led KQED Media Academy course will help you empower students to effective-
ly assess the accuracy and quality of information across media formats and understand the 
techniques content creators use to shape their messages. 

This Cohort: August 30-September 19, 2021 ENROLL 

In this “learn-by-doing” course you will:  

 Evaluate online sources like a professional fact checker 

 Practice lateral reading and other fact-checking methods 

 Explore common missteps of student researchers and how to address them 

 Practice critically examining how media is made and how choices made by the  creators 
contribute to the way it is understood and acted upon 
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Graphic and Interactive Media Production for the Classroom (September 
2021)-  

The language of visual design offers a powerful way to engage students. In this instructor-
led KQED Media Academy course, you’ll learn to represent complex ideas, information, 
and data in compelling infographics and interactive maps. 

This Cohort:  September 27-November 7, 2021 ENROLL 

This professional development course is open to educators in all roles, subjects and grades who 
are looking for the skills and confidence to successfully incorporate graphic design and interac-
tive media production into your learning environment to both engage students in learning and 
support critical 21st Century skill development. 

In this hands-on course you will:  

 Explore a variety of ways students can use graphics, images and interactive media for creative 
expression and to communicate information  

 Make your own media for instructional use 

 Develop a Common Core standards-aligned lesson plan in which students create graphics or 
interactive media to demonstrate learning  

 Develop tools and strategies for assessing and providing effective feedback for student media 
projects   

Video Production for the Classroom (January 2022) 

Video is a powerful medium for helping students find their voice and demonstrate their 
learning. This instructor-led KQED Media Academy course takes you step-by-step 
through the entire video production process, from the fundamentals of shooting to lesson 
planning, assessment, copyright and student privacy.  

Upcoming Cohort: January 10-February 20, 2022 ENROLL 

This professional development course is open to educators in all roles, subjects and 
grades who are looking for the skills and confidence to teach digital media literacy 
and critical 21st Century skills through hands-on video production.  

In this course you will:  

 Make your own video for instructional use 

 Develop a Common Core standards-aligned lesson plan in which students create video to 
demonstrate learning  

 Develop tools and strategies for assessing and providing effective feedback for student media 
projects  

https://teach.kqed.org/login
https://teach.kqed.org/login


Civic Readiness Initiative 

The New York State Board of Regents is committed to civic education that empowers all     

students to make informed decisions for the public good as members of a culturally diverse, 

democratic society in an interdependent world. Civic education facilitates the development of 

civic competencies, which are needed for a democratic society to flourish. Through civic     ed-

ucation, students learn how to identify and address problems in their community or school 

community.  Students also learn how to demonstrate respect for the rights of others,               

respectfully disagree with other viewpoints, and provide evidence for a counterargument.    

Civic education can strengthen the relationships of schools and students with parents, families, 

civic leaders, and organizations and community partners.  

In January 2020 The Civic Readiness Task Force appointed by the Board of Regents presented 

their recommendations to the Board of Regents.  The recommendations include a Seal of Civic 

Readiness, a definition of Civic Readiness and the elements of a Civic Capstone Project. 

 

For General information on the Seal of Civic Readiness visit: http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-
instruction/civic-readiness-initiative 

For more information on next steps for the Seal of Civic Readiness visit: Board of Regents Acts on 
Measures to Promote Civic Education and Bring Diversity, Equity and Inclusion to New York 
Schools 

For information on how students can earn the Seal of Civic Readiness visit: http://www.nysed.gov/
curriculum-instruction/civic-readiness-initiative 

Seal of Civic Readiness Updates / click here for video  
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Educational Resources from the New York State Archives 
These educational resources are intended to provide teachers with tools to help teach their    

students historical thinking skills as outlined in the National Council for History                   

Education's History's Habits of Mind and the New York State Social Studies Framework's       

Social Studies Practices.   

 

Click the Image below to visit https://www.nysarchivestrust.org/education  
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With the recent events happening in our communities across NY and beyond related to Black Lives 

Matter (#BLM) protests across the world, social studies educators are being provided with excellent 

teachable moments to incorporate into their classrooms to support our students in developing greater 

understandings of social justice, civic engagement, and civil rights along with the often competing 

values and voices within American politics and society.  

This month, the NYSCSS Board voted to support the anti-racism statement issued by NCSS. Like the 

National Council for the Social Studies, we share in the mission to advocate and build capacity for 

high-quality social studies education by providing leadership, services, and support to educators in the 

field. With this in mind, here are some helpful resources for educators and families to discuss   issues 

related to civil rights, racial inequality, and social injustice.  

 

     • NCSS - National Council for the Social Studies - Resources for Teaching About Racism, Racial   
       Injustice, and Human Rights  
 

     • National Museum of African American History and Culture - “Talking About Race” Portal Helps  
       People Explore Issues Of Race, Racism And Racial Identity  
 

     • National Geographic -Talking to kids about race: Having conversations is the first step in raising  
       an anti-racist child.  
 

     •Teaching Tolerance -A teacher/ parent resource: to educate children and youth to be active           
       participants in a diverse democracy.  
 

     • EdWeek–15 Classroom Resources for Discussing Racism, Policing, and Protest  
 

     • WMHT - PBS Learning Media Resources: Race, Racism, Protests, Civil Rights, Current Events,  
       and more  
 

     • Common Sense Media: Resources About Race and Racism Use our resources to help choose        
       media that educates kids in essential human values such as love, understanding, kindness, and  
       compassion.  
 

     • USA TODAY - Kids need to talk about George Floyd, protests and racism. With coronavirus  
       school closures, it's hard to do.  
 

     • Politico.com Editorial cartoons from throughout the United States covering many points of view   
       concerning George Floyd’s death, protests and violence.  
 

     • New York Times Learning Network-Teaching Ideas and Resources to Help Students Make Sense  
       of the George Floyd Protests  
 

     • Colorín Colorado - Talking About Racism and Violence with Students: Resources for Educators  
       a national multimedia project that offers a wealth of bilingual, research-based information, active 
       ties, and advice for educators and families of English language learners (ELLs).  
 

     • NEWSEUM ED Freedom Forum- Free summer classes for adults Fighting Fake News, Wed.,  
       June 24; Media Ethics, Wed. July 8; Free Speech Essentials, Wed. July 22  
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What we don’t know about American history hurts us all. Teaching Hard History begins with the long 

and brutal legacy of chattel slavery and reaches through the victories of and violent responses to the 

civil rights movement to the present day. From Learning for Justice and host Dr. Hasan Kwame Jef-

fries, Teaching Hard History brings us the lessons we should have learned in school through the voic-

es of leading scholars and educators. It’s good advice for teachers and good information for every-

body.  

Check out the following podcasts, and to find more resources go to the following link:                 

https://www.learningforjustice.org/podcasts/teaching-hard-history 

 

Hard History in Hard Times – Talking With Teachers- Listen Here 

In this special call-in episode, listeners share their stories and questions from throughout season 2—

including teaching remotely, working with families and stakeholders, and incorporating social justice 

into subjects like math and science. As educators, we’re strongest when we support each other. And 

you’ll hear great suggestions from fellow teachers, like these resources we discuss from Fairfax Coun-

ty Public Schools in Virginia. 

Malcolm X Beyond the Mythology- Listen Here 

Historian Clarence Lang joins us for a conversation about Malcolm X. We discuss his commit-

ment to Black pride and self-determination and his rejection of the white gaze and the myth of 

American exceptionalism. Learn how teaching about the life and works of Malcolm X can illumi-

nate the universe of possibilities of the civil rights movement—and the diversity of ideology, 

strategy and political thought within the Black freedom struggle. 
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Listen, Look and Learn: Using Primary Sources to Teach the Freedom Strug-
gle- Listen Here 

Oral histories, historic sites, archives and museums expand students’ understanding of the past. They 

fill in gaps in our textbooks—complementing what’s included and capturing what’s not. This episode 

highlights online oral history collections including the Civil Rights History Project. It offers recom-

mendations for students conducting their own oral histories. And it explores resources from the Na-

tional Civil Rights Museum at the Lorraine Motel in Memphis, Tennessee. 

Young, Gifted and Black: Teaching Freedom Summer to K-5 Students- Listen 
Here 

Teaching civil rights history to young learners creates both opportunities and challenges. The 1964 

Mississippi Freedom Summer Project and the subsequent Freedom Schools offer important lessons 

for helping elementary students to understand the civil rights movement. In this episode, we explore 

community-based strategies and activities for bringing the Black freedom struggle into your class-

room.  

Connecting Slavery With the Civil Rights Movement- Listen Here 

To fully understand the United States today, we have to comprehend the central role that slavery 

played in our nation’s past. That legacy is also the foundation for understanding the civil rights move-

ment and its place within the history of the Black freedom struggle. This episode is a special look 

back at our first season. It explores and expands on the 10 Key Concepts that ground Learning for Jus-

tice’s K-12 frameworks for teaching the hard history of American slavery. 

Teaching the Movement’s Most Iconic Figure- Listen Here 

You cannot teach the civil rights movement without talking about Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. But it’s 

critical that students deconstruct the mythology surrounding the movement’s most iconic figure to 

learn about the man, not just the hero. The real Dr. King held beliefs that evolved over time. A com-

plex man, he was part of a much larger movement—one that shaped him as much as he shaped it. 

The Jim Crow North- Listen Here 

The civil rights movement was never strictly a Southern phenomenon. To better understand the 

Jim Crow North, we explore discrimination and Black protest in places like Milwaukee, Omaha, 

Cleveland and New York. To examine the Black Freedom Movement beyond the South, we ex-

amine the Black-led fights to gain access to decent housing, secure quality education and end po-

lice brutality in these cities. 
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Fake News: What Kind of Problem is it? 
 
Dr. Keith Bybee 
Syracuse University 
 
Virtual scholar series: 5/24/21 
 
     Fake News is misinformation deliberately produced to deceive. 
These distortions and false information can take on many forms. For 
example, the idea that the US army introduced COVID to the world is              
preposterous, but was shared and believed by many.  
 
     Dr. Bybee gave a brief history of fake news to the audience,        
including examples stemming from the 2016 election. He also         
discussed the type of problem that fake news represents, and has some 
solutions for the   future. Lastly, he got into alternative understandings of events and news.  
 
     In 2016, Buzzfeed reported that a group of teenagers in Macedonia, created websites using fake 
news with the goal of attracting attention and making money. Making profits is guaranteed when 
spreading fake news, and became a booming business and a political tool over time. For example, the 
last 3 months of Trump’s campaign in 2016, there was a fake news story that claimed the pope        
endorsed Trump for President. In 2016 it was the most shared story on social media, over 30 million 
times. On the other hand, any criticism of Trump, or any unfavorable news was instantly dismissed by 
Trump as “fake news” starting in 2016. He used the term Fake News on his twitter feed 150 times, 
citing the New York Times as his primary target. Depending on whom you talk to, the NYT is #1 in 
quality reporting, and #1 in Fake News. The media has become a competition of ideas that are          
debated, and leave us to attempt to decipher the truth vs. falsehoods. Dr. Bybee compared the media 
outlets and   social media to your Thanksgiving dinner table, where you have advocates on both sides, 
and bystanders left to sort out the ideas and attempt to find the truth in all the rhetoric/noise. The      
attentive public tries to discern the truth, but we have access only to certain ideas and perspectives. 
The government can censor things or interfere. Twitter is choked with fake news, no one is sure of the 
truth. They seem to have a “clean the oven by turning up the heat” mentality. Multiple publications 
that are wide open, and information can be shared quickly and easily, leaving the reader to ponder and 
consider the truth in all the noise. Multiple lies can be reproduced millions of times very rapidly.  
 
     So is this current crisis a new phenomenon? No, in fact, during the 19th century, all news was fake. 
The aim was not facts, but partisan politics. Many newspapers and other forms of news were founded 
and funded by the political parties themselves. The partisan press creates a battle between parties. The 
aim is to mobilize the party membership, and keep people connected between the elections. During 
this time, people were pressured to have an opinion. Only a “poor and passive fool” would report both 
sides. The 19th century was focused on reinforcing passions, giving people a sense of belonging, a 
sense of identity. Like minded individuals felt lost in the crowd, and wanted to find one another,     
giving them all a sense of community and unity. The 20th century Walter Cronkite years were a time 
period of the Progressive press, and at least attempting to report the “truth,” and not a partisan        
perspective. However in recent decades, the partisan press has experienced a resurgence. People want 
to be informed, and seek information. They are not necessarily interested in the truth, but the sense of 
community, and the sharing of ideas with like-minded individuals and friends. People seek             
confirmation from others, not truth. Identity, community, and the sense of belonging are impervious to 
the truth, or any form of correction.  
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     Tech companies are trying to turn off the “water spigot” and limit fake news and false information 
sharing. Google has demoted fake news sites to reduce the financial incentive. Facebook removed 
over a billion fake accounts. In 1996, big tech companies shield themselves from liability, and that 
was supposed to give rise to the sword. However, it has functioned more as a shield.  
 
     Solutions, what can we do to limit the spread and impact of fake news. As a critical consumer, we 
can use the internet to check the internet. Leave the site you are on, and Google it to see what others 
are saying about it. Look at high quality journalism, focusing on endowments and non-profits. These 
sites are not tempted to chase big money in fake news. Restore the free market of the free press. The 
public pays attention to seek the truth, or does it? Our current crisis is in identity formation, not truth. 
There are imagined communities where like minded people find each other, and nationalism and unity 
are established, and reinforce the sense of identity and belonging that so many people search for.         
The social flow of news on a massive scale, people need to be critical of the information and be more 
selective of where they get their news from. Only then can we sincerely tackle this issue of “fake 
news” and discover the truth. 
 
 ~ Anthony Hazard  
 

  
 
 
 
 

Putin, the Russian Orthodox Church, and Nuclear Weapons 
 
Dr. John Langdon 
Lemoyne College 
 
Virtual Scholar series: 5/24/21 
 
The Russian Orthodox church does not have a pope. There is no 
one person to look to as the leader of the religion. This church 
believes it has a role to play in salvation history (the 2nd      
coming of Christ). They also believe there is a path humans 
must take to save their souls. There are points in time where 
secular history and salvation history intersect, and we are now 
living in such a time.  
 
In 1510, Constantinople was referred to as the 2nd Rome, Mos-
cow was considered the third. Eschatology is theology concerned with death, judgment day, and the 
destiny of the soul. Russian Orthodox church was focused on the end of time. 200 years later, the    
patron saint Seraphin comes into the fold. He was a hermit in the 1740s, and people came to seek his 
advice. In 1903, Czar Nicholas II came to his canonization. Reason being was that he was the patron 
saint for couples trying to conceive. Nick and his wife Alexandra had all female children, and they 
wanted and prayed for a boy. They prayed in front of Seraphin, and she became pregnant with a boy 2 
months later.  
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     In 1917, The Bolshevik Revolution occurred ending World War I for Russia, the czar collapses, 
and the Russian Orthodox church was tossed out in exchange for Marxism. This was a new focus on      
science, and not faith. The Proletariat shall rule, creating a paradise for all, not about your soul        
anymore. This was more materialistic, but still based on faith. A belief is something that cannot be 
seen or proven, and Marxism was a different kind of belief that this would be a better system for     
society. 
 
     The Bolsheviks destroyed and/or reused monasteries for the secret police in the 1930s, and later as 
places where nuclear weapons could be made. During World War II, Stalin told Russians it was a    
battle for the fatherland, not for him, for Russia. Stalin also introduced the idea of “closed cities.” You 
need a passport to get in, and permission to leave. To this day, you cannot fly over these cities. 
 
     As it turns out, Marxism is a fraud. It didn’t achieve what it was supposed to do. The government 
and the Soviets failed the Russian people, and of course it did, because it was a society that forgot 
God. If it was an atheist government, then what other result could there have been?  So what do the 
Russian people turn to after the Cold War? The 2,000 year old Russian Orthodox church (ROC). The 
church was familiar, gave people meaning in their lives, stood for values like duty, honor, integrity, 
loyalty, national pride, etc. In the mid 1990s, Russian soldiers worked without pay for 3 years! The 
only way that is possible, is that they are fighting for something bigger than themselves, Russia. 
 
     So where do nuclear weapons fit in? In 2003, the Russian patriarch made Seraphin the patron saint 
of nuclear weapons. Dr. Langdon shared multiple pictures of Russian Orthodox leaders blessing      
nuclear weapons with holy water. This illustrates the military and religion working together. Czar 
Nicholas II was proclaimed a martyr killed by communists. The military keeps Russians safe,       
therefore the Russian Orthodox Church blesses the troops, tanks, submarines, and nuclear weapons. 
The Russian church believes that if other country’s nuclear weapons destroy the world before Christ’s 
return, no one will be here to greet him. The ROC believes Russian nukes keep Russia and the world 
safe. They must have the most (and most sophisticated) nuclear weapons in their arsenal to protect the 
world from apocalypse.  
 
     Vladimir Putin is a sincere believer in the Russian Orthodox Church, and has stated that          
Christianity is the foundation of Russia, despite the fact that they have freedom of religion. If you are 
ROC since the fall of communism, it means more money, more promotions, and is helpful to get     
further in life. Previously during the time of the Soviet Union, Putin was an agent of the KGB, and 
was highly educated. In the 1980s, he was passed over for promotions, primarily for being ROC.    
During the time of communism, Atheist was the correct answer to further your career, and Putin paid a 
price for his devotion to his religion. There are currently 2 pillars in Russia, the ROC, and nuclear 
weapons. For Russia to thrive, they must be a nuclear power, and they must practice Russian            
Orthodoxy. Nukes will protect the world from apocalypse. Religion and patriarchs intersect, and could 
be problematic down the road.  
 
     In closing, Dr. Langdon reinforced the current link in Russia between the military and religion.   
Belief systems throughout history are extremely important, as religions have stood the test of time. 
They are real systems of thought and action. The 20th century belief systems that didn’t last and      
became the road kill of history include Fascism, Nazism, and Communism. The ROC came back with 
a vengeance. They are very clearly here to stay, and are a major player in Russian society and            
government today.  
 
 ~ Anthony Hazard 
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National Geographic’s free online courses for educators equip teachers with powerful tools to trans-
form their classrooms. Through these courses, educators build their own skills and knowledge so they 
can foster the mindset of a National Geographic Explorer in their students. National Geographic 
online professional learning courses vary in their lengths and schedules so that busy educators can 
find a program that fits their needs. 

Courses are open to any educator from anywhere in the world who works with students in either a for-

mal or informal setting. In many of our courses, learners can earn graduate credits through our univer-

sity partnerships. Read more about our available courses below. 
 

COURSE LIST 

SELF-PACED COURSES: 

 

Developing a National Geographic Explorer mindset with your learners (Mini-Course)  

 

Applying Geographic Thinking Skills with your learners (Mini-Course)  

 

Storytelling for impact in your classroom: Photography 

 

Storytelling for impact in your classroom: Video 

 

Storytelling for impact in your classroom: Audio 

 

Storytelling for impact in your classroom: Graphics 

 

COHORT-BASED COURSES: 

 

Teaching global climate change in your classroom 

 

Mapping as a visualization and communication tool in your classroom  

 

Connecting the Geo-Inquiry Process to your Teaching Practice  

 

Teaching students to ask their own Geo-Inquiry Questions 

 

Collecting data to explore plastic pollution in our Communities  

 

Integrating Service with learning goals 
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Please visit the websites listed below for events and PD Offerings  
through our fellow Councils 

 
 

Capital District Council for the Social Studies (CDCSS) 
https://cdcss.wildapricot.org/ 

 
 

Long Island Council for the Social Studies (LICSS) 
http://www.licss.net/ 

 
 

Mid-Hudson Council for the Social Studies (MHCSS) 
https://www.midhudsonsocialstudies.org/home 

 
 

Niagara Frontier Council for the Social Studies (NFCSS) 
https://www.nfcss.org/about-nfcss.html 

 
 

Westchester Lower Council for the Social Studies (WLCSS) 
http://www.wlhcss.info/ 
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National History Day 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The National Contest is the final stage of a series of contests at local and state/affiliate levels. 

Students begin their journey by presenting their projects in classrooms, schools, and districts 

around the world. Top entries are invited to the state/affiliate level contests. The top two entries 

in every category at the state/affiliate level are then invited to the National Contest.  

 

For updates and more details go to: https://www.nhd.org/  

 

Each year, National History Day® frames students’ research within a historical theme. The 

theme is chosen for broad application to world, national, or state history and its relevance 

to ancient history or to the more recent past. The 2021-2022 theme is Debate & Diplomacy 

in History: Successes, Failures, Consequences.  

 

2021-2022 THEME INTRODUCTION VIDEO  
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DIALOGUE PROGRAMS 
The El-Hindi Center for Dialogue uses its proven dialogue method – small groups led by trained     

facilitators using a dialogue program guide –  in order to address difficult topics, such as racism or 
intergroup or community tensions. The three types of dialogue programs in which the El-Hindi     

Center specializes are: 
 

ENDING RACISM DIALOGUE • COLUMBUS DAY DIALOGUE • COMMUNITY ISSUES DIALOGUE 
 

The El-Hindi Center also offers racial equity and multicultural organizational development and     
technical assistance as part of our dialogue programming. Institutions and organizations often use   
racial equity or intergroup dialogues as a way to foster organizational development, through the    

separate action plans developed by dialogue circles. 
 

ENDING RACISM DIALOGUE 
Racial Equity Dialogue is the “core” of all of InterFaith Works’ dialogue programs and focuses on 
how participants can productively discuss race relations and develop action steps to promote racial 

equity. 
 

SCHOOL EXCHANGES 
The El-Hindi Center addresses the hyper-segregation of Central New York Schools through Racial 

Equity Dialogues. We partner one city school with one suburban or rural school for racial and social 
equity dialogues to build common ground and develop ways to improve their schools. Click to view 

an amazing video of the program. 
 

COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY-BASED DIALOGUES 
Racial Equity Dialogues customized to fit specific needs. Universities and college dialogues build the 
capacity of staff and students to talk about race and ethnicity and work together to address racism or 
other pressing social equity issues. 
Onondaga Community College (Student Conversation Circles) 
Syracuse University College of Engineering (Inclusive Excellence Leadership Through Dialogue) 
Le Moyne College (Dolphins in Dialogue) 
Tompkins-Cortland Community College (B.R.A.V.E. Space Dialogues) 
Syracuse University College of Law (Transformative Dialogue) 
 
FIND OUT MORE 

For additional information and to inquire about how our  
dialogue programs can serve your institutional or             
community needs, please email Peter Willner or call him  
at 315-449-3552, ext. 102.  
                         
                   Visit InterFaith Works at:  https://
www.interfaithworkscny.org/programs/center-for-dialogue/  

22│       CNYCSS Newsletter        Summer  2021           

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gAbXcgxT1Uk&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gAbXcgxT1Uk&t=1s
https://www.interfaithworkscny.org/programs/center-for-dialogue/
https://www.interfaithworkscny.org/programs/center-for-dialogue/


 

The CNYCSS invites all members of our social studies 

community to consider nominating a colleague for one of 

our Social Studies Educator Awards for the  

2020-2021 school year.  

 
 

The purpose of our awards is to recognize exceptional social studies teachers in our  

Central New York school community. Nominating a teacher who strives to go above and 

beyond is a wonderful way to show them that their commitment to teaching and learning 

has not gone unnoticed. Our support of excellence in the classroom contributes to the  

professional growth of all teachers. 

 

Roger Sipher Beginning Teacher Award 

5 years or less in teaching profession 

Nominee may be either an elementary or secondary teacher 

 

Outstanding Social Studies Educator Award 

Elementary Educator Award: Candidate should be a K-5 teacher or librarian 

Middle School Educator Award: Candidate should be a 6-8 teacher or librarian 

High School Educator Award: Candidate should be a 9-12 teacher or librarian 

 

Distinguished Educator Award 

Can be an educator at any level, including higher education 

Someone who has made a significant and unique contribution to the field of  

social studies in our area 

 

Visit our website cnycss.com for information regarding the nomination process and 

nominate a colleague today! 
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How to Actively Shape the Future of Social Studies  

Education in New York State  

 
 

In 2013, John Langdon and Doug Pelton formed a professional learning community  

dedicated to finding new approaches to teaching Global History.  This 9th and 10th  

grade teacher team was called PARRE (A practical approach to regaining relevance  

and enjoyment).  The group worked together over the years to make sense of the  

changes in the state curriculum and testing and to share lesson ideas and tools that  

worked well in the classroom.   

 

As changes at the state level continue, we will continue expanding in 2019 - 2020 under the 

title "Global History Group".  Any 9th or 10th grade Global History teacher from the region is    

welcome to join us.  Please contact jmedwid@bville.org for additional information. 
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James Madison Fellowship 
     Four years ago I had received my rejection letter from the James Madison Memorial Fellowship.  Three 

years ago I received a sticker on my door to pick up a package directly from the UPS sorting facility on    

Northern Boulevard.  Eureka! Persistence paid off and I was a 2016 James Madison Fellow! If you have never 

heard of the program and are a teacher of U.S. History I cannot encourage you enough to consider applying to 

the program.  While many of us in New York already have a Master’s Degree as a part of our certification          

requirements, it is also true that many of our Districts recognize with a pay increase additional Master’s       

Degrees and/or graduate credits.  The James Madison Fellowship provides up to $24000 for you to pursue a 

Master’s Degree in an approved program that has a concentration on the U.S. Constitution. 

 

     One of the key highlights of the program was a month spent at Georgetown with your fellow “Fellows”.  To 

say it was amazing is an understatement. Three years later, as my degree has been completed, I’m not certain 

whether that month in Georgetown was impactful because of the scholars we met or because of the              

camaraderie of the 4 dozen other teachers who share the journey with me.  Teachers from nearly every state 

and walk of life spending a month together devoted to studying the U.S. Constitution was like a History     

Summer Camp on steroids. As Lewis Larsen, President of the James Madison Fellowship, reminded us, when 

will you ever have a month where the primary task is to dive deeply into the creation and implementation of 

the U.S. Constitution.  Those words still echo with me today. Taking graduate courses one at a time over the 

past 3 years was a regular source of inspiration, but that 4 week period where my only daily task was to discuss 

and understand more deeply our U.S. Constitution was a once in a lifetime experience.   

 

     Three years later, with my degree in hand, I look back nostalgically on that month long experience.  The 

network of friends and fellow teachers I made and still have from that experience is tremendous. As a teacher 

in New York we often face stiff competition for national fellowships and awards, most particularly with our 

downstate counterparts.  Mainly this is a result of the density of Social Studies teachers. If you are interested in 

applying for this Fellowship, please reach out to me at ekvmaratin@gmail.com.  I would love the chance to 

help out a fellow Central New York colleague have the chance for such a life-changing experience. 

 

 ~ Erica Martin  Applications for 2022 Fellowships will open on Constitution Day,           

September 17, 2021. Select “Notify Me” below to get an update when it is 

live. The deadline to submit the 2022 application is March 1, 2022. 

 Notify Me 
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About National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS) 

Our Vision 

     A world in which all students are educated and inspired for lifelong inquiry and informed civic action. 

Our Mission 

     The mission of the National Council for the Social Studies is to         
advocate and build capacity for high-quality social studies by providing 
leadership, services, and support to educators. 

Our Community 

     Founded in 1921, National Council for the Social Studies is the largest 
professional association in the country devoted solely to social studies  
education. NCSS engages and supports educators in strengthening and  
advocating social studies. With members in all the 50 states, the District  
of Columbia, and 35 countries, NCSS serves as an umbrella organization 
for elementary, secondary, and college teachers of history, civics,          
geography, economics, political science, sociology, psychology,             
anthropology, and law-related education. The NCSS membership           
represents K-12 classroom teachers, college and university faculty      
members, curriculum designers and specialists, social studies supervisors, 
and leaders in the various disciplines that constitute the social studies. 

     Membership in National Council for the Social Studies is open to any person or institution interested in the 

social studies. Visit https://www.socialstudies.org/  

     NCSS membership allows you to access social studies standards, professional learning, and a digital library 

of teaching materials including instructional documents and educational guides. Plus, you also receive deep     

discounts on the latest NCSS publications, webinars, and more! These resources are perfect for social studies 

educators, administrators, professionals, students, retirees, and institutions. Become a part of 10,000 global 

social studies members who create impact with NCSS resources to prepare future generations for college,    

career, and civic life! 
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National Council for the Social Studies invites you to join us from July 12-13, 2021 for its Summer 
Leadership Institute (SLI), Think Global - Act Local. As COVID-19 continues to affect us globally 
and unite us in efforts to combat the pandemic, we have noticed the need to also reconnect locally 
to create meaningful contributions to our communities. This year’s SLI will showcase ways to 
build strong connections between NCSS state, regional, and local councils and community          
organizations who share similar visions to advocate for and promote the social studies profession. 

When: Jul 12 - Jul 13, 2021     -     More details coming soon! 

Free for NCSS members with registration. 

Confirmed Speaker: Shawn Healy, PhD, Senior Director, Policy and Advoca-
cy, leads iCivics’ state and federal policy and advocacy work through the 
CivXNow Coalition and oversees civic education campaigns in several key 
states. He plays an active role in recruiting supporters to fund policy, advoca-
cy, and implementation efforts nationwide to ensure impact. Healy chaired 
the Illinois Task Force on Civic Education in 2014 and later led separate, suc-
cessful legislative campaigns for a required civics course in Illinois in middle 
and high school, respectively. He also led the Illinois Social Science Stand-
ards Task Force. Its recommendations were adopted by the Illinois State 
Board of Education in 2015. Healy also serves as an adjunct professor in Pub-
lic Policy at the University of Illinois at Chicago and is a Serve Illinois Com-
missioner. Before joining iCivics, Healy worked for fifteen years at the Rob-
ert R. McCormick Foundation in various capacities, most recently serving as 
Democracy Program Director. He began his career as a social studies teacher 
at West Chicago Community High School (IL) and Sheboygan North and South High Schools (WI).  A 
2001 James Madison Fellow from the State of Wisconsin, he holds a MA and PhD from the University of 
Illinois at Chicago in political science and earned a bachelor’s degree with distinction in Political Science, 
History and Secondary Education from the University of Wisconsin at Madison. His dissertation is titled 
“Essential School Supports for Civic Learning.” 
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Solidarity in Social Studies 

Join Your Social Studies Colleagues in Minneapolis, November 
19–21, 2021!   

The Centennial Celebration continues with the 101st NCSS Annual Conference, co-hosted by the 
Minnesota Council for the Social Studies and the National Council for Geographic Education in 
Minneapolis, November 19-21, 2021. Join your social studies colleagues for the largest annual 
gathering of K-12 social studies classroom teachers, 
college and university faculty members, curriculum 
designers and specialists, district and state social    
studies supervisors, international educators, and social 
studies discipline leaders.  

 Network with your social studies colleagues 

 Attend 400+ sessions to increase your professional 
learning 

 Get the latest in social studies and geography     
education 

 Gain valuable CEUs and college credit 
Visit more than 75+ exhibitors highlighting the latest 
social studies products and services 
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The Onondaga Historical Association Museum and Research Center at 321 Montgomery Street,   

Downtown, (315 428 1864 )and The Skä·noñh – Great Law of Peace Center  on Onondaga Lake     

Parkway, (315 453 6767)  are currently open to the public with special safety measures, disinfectant 

stations, and travel patterns in place. The Research Center will be open by appointment . Please call 

315 428 1864 x 325 to schedule. and check our website. The reopening will continue to be contingent 

on State Mandates. Continue to check the OHA website for additional information and updates. 
 

Check out  OHA's Facebook and Youtube for BEDTIME STORIES. Hear fascinating stories of       

people and events from Syracuse's history told by OHA Onondaga Historical Association Director, 

Gregg Tripoli. Visit OHA's Virtual Programming Here:   https://www.cnyhistory.org/virtual-

programming/  
 

Friday Facebook Live with Curator Bob  
 

Museum to You! Every Friday at 1:30 pm on the Onondaga Historical Association's Facebook page, 

Curator of History, Bob Searing, will go live in a different part of the downtown museum to take you 

through the exhibit, objects, and stories housed there. Did you miss one weeks video? No worries! You 

can re-watch it on OHA's Facebook page or video page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Follow our social media channels for fun, short stories from our history. Facebook | Instagram | Twitter  
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For centuries, Central New York has been the scene of many battles in the ongoing struggle for free-
dom and equality. The OHA is honored to play a role in preserving, recognizing and recounting these 
histories. 
 
The decisions we make now create the foundation for our future.  The more informed those decisions 
are, the stronger that foundation will be. Learn about the amazing people and events from our commu-
nity whose fearlessness and perseverance motivate and inspire us to STAND UP TODAY.  
 
Below you will find a list of the projects and works that describe some of the ways OHA 
IS STANDING UP. It features motivating and inspiring stories from our proud African American 
heritage, and the history and impact of racism on our community.  From slavery, the Underground 
Railroad, and emancipation, through the history of social justice icons and political trailblazers, to 
black entertainers, sports superstars and the integration of the National Basketball Association (NBA), 
OHA produces content that is relevant to the issues we are facing today. Be informed, be motivated, 
and be inspired to STAND UP FOR JUSTICE.  Together we will build on our past to make a better 
future. 
 
• Explore a virtual museum with the mission to preserve local black history. 
 
• Browse our books on black history and prominent historic figures. 
 
• Read former, related History Highlights articles. 
 
• Watch OHA’s Bedtime Stories. 
 
• Explore related OHA panel exhibits. 
 
• Buy the Emmy© Award winning film, “Let ‘Em Know You’re There” by Readily Apparent Media, 
in partnership with the Onondaga Historical Association, about former Syracuse Nationals NBA play-
er, Jim Tucker, and his 63 year long triple-double record. 
 
• Other films available for purchase: Syracuse’s 15th Ward and Beyond Documentary, The Jerry Res-
cue: Syracuse Defies the Fugitive Slave Law 
 
• Visit the amazing Freedom Bound: Syracuse & The Underground Railroad exhibit dedicated to the 
history of anti-slavery and the Underground Railroad activity in Onondaga County. 
 
• OHA commissioned play, “Possessing Harriet” by award winning playwright, Kyle 
Bass, Possessing Harriet. The show had its professional debut at Syracuse Stage in October, 2018. 
The following summer, July 2019, the performance traveled to the Franklin Stage Company. The play 
will be presented for its third production from September 23, 2020 to October 17, 2020 at the East 
Lynne Theater in Cape May, NJ (click here to purchase tickets). 
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Due to the outbreak of the novel Coronavirus and the shutdown of “non-essential” busi-
nesses, OHA has created new content and ways to connect via virtual programming. Want 
more video content on our local history? Visit OHA’s YouTube channel and subscribe! 

Below is just a sample of OHA's offering of virtual videos. Visit the YouTube channel and https://
www.cnyhistory.org/virtual-programming/ for more information 

Virtual Videos  

Tours 

OHA’s observance of the Women’s Suffrage Centennial re-

minds us of how far we have come, as well as the conflicts that 

remain regarding voting rights and the balance of power be-

tween the states and federal government. This exhibit features 

garments representative of the movement as well as rare and 

fragile items including an autograph book from the National 

Women’s Suffrage Association. Enjoy getting up close and 

personal with some of the items with OHA curators Tom 

Hunter and Bob Searing (“Curator Bob”)! 

Sponsored by Humanities New York.  

 

 

OHA Bedtime Stories 

An enslaved women from Mississippi gets the chance of a life-

time when she travels to Syracuse with the family that owned 

her. Listen to the amazing story of the bravery of a young 

women who made her way to freedom. 

Special thanks to Michele Jones Galvin for narrating this story 

and to Syracuse Stage for images from scenes from Possessing 

Harriet (2018). 

Sponsored by M&T Bank.  

 

Curator Talks 

OHA Curator of Collections, Tom Hunter, discusses one of our 

collection’s oddest item. This hair picture is made with real 

human hair taken from President Abraham Lincoln, his first 

vice president, Hannibal Hamlin, members of his first cabinet, 

including Secretary of State William Seward (from Auburn, 

NY), several U.S. senators, as well as his wife, Mary Todd 

Lincoln. It is an example of extreme patience and wonderful 

intricate hair weaving. In the mid-19th century, hair art was 

very popular. Human hair was woven into jewelry, other orna-

ments, and memorial pieces.  

 

CNYCSS Newsletter         Summer  2021           │31        

http://youtube.com/OnondagaHistorical
http://www.cnyhistory.org/virtual-programming/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VmVqLnqZkZg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r8rZ7xlSXn4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SSaYBii1gFQ


 
 

 

 
 

Virtual Videos  

 

 

Curator Q&As 

As promised, here is our Curator of History, Robert 

Searing (aka Curator Bob), as he discusses some of 

the questions that you submitted, a little bit about his 

job and some of his “favorite” creepy objects from 

the OHA collection!  

 

Interviews  

Ruth & OHA met on Zoom for a Q&A session on 

her new book, “My Travels Through Life, Love, and 

Literacy – A Memoir.” If you did not get a chance to 

join us, enjoy some of the highlights of the conversa-

tion! Ruth Colvin is a local, living legend who has 

lived, loved, and learned much over her last 100+ 

years. Very rarely do we have the ability to talk with 

someone who has seen and done so much. Take ad-

vantage of the amazing opportunity to listen to 

Ruth’s story and gain some valuable life advice.  

 

 

 

Liverpool  Public Library Videos 

Intriguing characters pumped life into the Village of 

Liverpool’s veins back in the day. People who pio-

neered industry, paved political trails and entertained 

the masses along the shores of Onondaga Lake.  

 

32│       CNYCSS Newsletter        Summer  2021           

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cnBVQl1Ie-A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GZY061Mwwno
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ugAqTZ4oFnM


 

Historic Ghostwalks  

Ghostwalks presented by the Onondaga Historical Association are led by guides to locations in neigh-

borhoods, buildings, and cemeteries where actors in costume portray individuals from Onondaga 

County’s past. The “ghosts” reveal their lives in 12 to 15 minute vignettes, giving personal insight to 

those who have preceded us. Reservations are $15 for the general public and $12 for members (call 

315-428-1864 for the member discount code). 

Where and When: Each June, tours are held at Oakwood Cemetery and include new characters and 

routes around the cemetery. 

Each fall, dive into local neighborhoods with OHA as we explore various towns across Onondaga 

County. The 2019 Fall Ghostwalk took place in the Berkeley Park Neighborhood in honor of Edward 

Smith K-8 School’s centennial. 

Our Next Ghostwalks: 

STAY TUNED FOR 2021 SCHEDULE 

*DUE TO THE COVID-19 OUTBREAK, OHA’s Oakwood Ghostwalk will look a little different.  

In order to ensure safety for attendees and our ghosts, the following guidelines will be followed: 

– Space is limited – TEN (10) slots per Group. 

– Masks worn at all times by Guests. 

– Social distancing required (unless same Family or Group). 

– No walk ups / late registrants like in past years due to Covid and limiting group slots . 

– Must be present when your group is slotted to begin; late arrivals may not be allowed to join the  

group and no Refunds given. 

– In an attempt to maintain our Ghosts’ authenticity, they will not be wearing masks and therefore, to 

ensure safe social distancing, they will be a minimum of 10 feet away from guests. 

Join Our Email List to be the First to Hear About Ghostwalks: https://www.cnyhistory.org/ghostwalk/ 
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Chittenango Landing Canal Boat Museum  
 

In the mid 1980s, a small group of visionaries came upon an overgrown, rubbish-strewn parcel of land 

along the old Erie Canal at Chittenango Landing. With the help of an 1895 map, a photo, and archae-

ology surveys, the “dreamers” learned of the site’s history and the possibility for preservation, restora-

tion, and reconstruction. These visionaries looked back over one hundred years and could see canal 

cargo boats being built on land and others being repaired within the dry docks. They envisioned boat 

builders shaping the wood timbers, they could hear the blacksmith’s hammer striking the anvil and the 

boarding house cook calling the men to the noon day meal. Young mule drivers, called hoggees, could 

be seen tending to the needs of the tired animals and then running into the store-warehouse for penny 

candy. 

 

PROGRAMS FOR STUDENTS  

Visit Chittenango Landing Canal Boat Museum and experience a unique, hands-on experiential learn-

ing opportunity that aligns with the Common Core. The 4 hour educational program, created and 

taught by school educators, immerses students in the 19th century Erie Canal era. Students get hands 

on experience using tools of the canal era. The museum hosts Fall and Spring programs. The typical 

cost for this program is $10 per student, see other details at https://chittenangolanding.org/education-

resources 

SUMMER LEISURE  

Join Chittenango Landing Canal Boat Museum on a series of exciting paranormal investigations of 
our historic site! Events are led by our experienced paranormal investigator, Kenny Harris! 

For a complete list of dates for the Paranormal Investigations this summer and upcoming Fall-

please visit: https://chittenangolanding.org/events-at-the-boatyard/2019/6/15/paranormal-

investigations-xnbx7-n6tj8-nchcl 
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Experience the Great American Adventure Story of the Erie Canal. 

The Erie Canal Museum located in Downtown Syracuse, NY, is dedicated showcasing the 1850      

National Register Weighlock Building, the last remaining structure of its kind, and to telling the      

incredible adventure story of the Erie Canal. Come aboard a full size replica canal boat. Explore life in 

a canal town. Experience a part of history that played an imperative role in the growth and               

development of the United States. The Erie Canal Museum is a must-see for adults and children of all 

ages! 
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We are excited to announce that the Erie Canal Museum was one of 13 non-profit organizations and 
municipalities to be awarded an Erie Canalway IMPACT! Grant in 2021. The grant will help 
fund Erie Eats: The Erie Canal Foodways Project. This project will showcase the diverse ways in 
which the Erie Canal radically impacted how people in New York State and beyond interacted with 
the most basic building blocks of human life, food and drink. Through a major exhibition, public pro-
grams, historic preservation, and innovative community partnerships, the Erie Canal Museum will 
highlight the many ways in which the histories of the Erie Canal and foodways have intersected over 
the last two centuries and will continue to interact in the future. 

Upcoming Programs 

Gardening Basics for Kids 

July 13 at 10:00 AM 

This free event, hosted by the Erie Canal Museum, will take place on Tuesday, July 13 at 10 AM 
EDT. Children ages 8-15 are invited to join us in the Locktender’s Garden to learn about the structure 
and function of garden plants.  This program is part of the Erie Canal Museum’s effort to revitalize its 

Locktender’s Garden area and encourage people along the Canal to take up gardening in order to    
create a more beautiful and sustainable Canal Corridor.  

Raised Bed Construction Workshop 

July 13 at 5:00 PM 

Join the Cornell Master Gardeners for this free, hands-on workshop constructing a new raised bed 

garden for the Erie Canal Museum‘s Locktender’s Garden on Tuesday, July 13 at 5 PM EDT.  This 

program is part of the Erie Canal Museum’s effort to revitalize its Locktender’s Garden area and    

encourage people along the Canal to take up gardening in order to create a more beautiful and         

sustainable Canal Corridor. 

Curator Talk: Erie Eats 

July 15 at 12:00 PM 

Join us at the Erie Canal Museum where Interim Curator Derrick Pratt will present on the Museum’s 

new temporary exhibit Erie Eats, looking at the broad and diverse history of food and drinks along the 

Erie Canal, on Thursday, July 15 at 12 PM EDT.  This talk is part of our regular Lunchtime Lecture 

series. 

Master Gardeners Summer Planting Workshop 

July 27 at 5:00 PM 

Join the Cornell Cooperative Extension Master Gardeners for this free, hands-on workshop about 
what to plant in the summertime on Tuesday, July 27 at 5 PM EDT at the Erie Canal Museum. 

You’ll even be able to take home something you plant to start your own garden!  This program is part 
of the Erie Canal Museum’s effort to revitalize its Locktender’s Garden area and encourage people 

along the Canal to take up gardening in order to create a more beautiful and sustainable Canal         
Corridor.  

Native Plants: Creating a Backyard Habitat 
August 7 at 10 AM  

August 7 at 10:00 AM This free event, which will take place on Saturday, August 7 at 10 AM 
EDT at the Erie Canal Museum, will teach you all about what native plants are and why you should 

be planting them.  This program is part of the Erie Canal Museum’s effort to revitalize its Lock-
tender’s Garden area and encourage people along the Canal to take up gardening in order to create a 

more beautiful and sustainable Canal Corridor.  
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Imagine there was a suffragist who exposed sex trafficking and the sexual abuse of women and chil-
dren by priests over 100 years ago? Who offered her home to people escaping slavery when she was 
pregnant with her third child, and faced thousands of dollars in fines and six months in jail for doing 
it? What if she also saw Indigenous societies as far superior to her own, supported native treaty rights, 
recognized Native Nation sovereignty and was honorarily adopted into the Wolf Clan of the Mohawk 
Nation?  
 
Yes, there was such a woman and she was a suffragist. But much more. She never ASKED for the 
vote; she impeached the federal government for not protecting women in their right as citizens from 
the states who had made it illegal for women to vote. She risked arrest by attempting to vote and by 
illegally presenting a Declaration of Rights of Women (which she co-authored) at the nation’s centen-
nial celebration. She wrote about women who had been denied their place in history, like Mrs. 
Greene, who invented the cotton gin. And she fought for the rights of all the marginalized, not just 
women. Gloria Steinem has named her “the woman who was AHEAD of the women who were 
AHEAD of their time.” There’s more… 
 
This amazing social justice activist is also the reason we have Oz!  
“Unbelievable. If she did all this, why don’t I know about her?”, you rightly question. Hold onto your 
hat. This is painful. Susan B. Anthony is a big part of the reason. And a movement that became so 
conservative it couldn’t handle her attacks on Christian dogma that required women to be under the 
authority of men.  
 
So…welcome to a new universe. A suffrage story that doesn’t fit the neat “Seneca Falls 1848 to the 
woman suffrage amendment in 1920” narrative. But, Matilda Joslyn Gage would caution, don’t accept 
any of what you just read. THINK FOR YOURSELF. Examine the evidence in this website and be-
yond. And then decide if it’s true. 
 

Welcome to the voyage to Gage-land!!! 
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Tours and visits are available (by appointment only) during the following hours: Call (315)637-9511 
TO SET UP A VISIT OR TOUR! 

Monday through Friday: 9:30am-2:30pm 
 

Monday night: 4:00pm -8:00pm 
 

Saturday:  Open the first and last Saturday of every month 
 10:00am – 3:00pm 

 
We offer Self-Guided Tours (by appointment only) which allow you to explore the Center on your 

own, focus on your special interests and have a facilitator available for dialogue and questions. 

 Begin  with a short film featuring Gloria Steinem, the country’s first woman Lt. Governor 
Mary Anne Krupsak, and descendants of Gage. 

 Sit at Matilda’s desk and write her a letter. 

 Play with 19th century toys. 

 Experience being an enslaved person hiding from slave-catchers behind a bookcase. 

 Play the piano and sing abolition and women’s rights songs that Matilda sang. 

 Spend time in our Oz reading corner. 

 Dress up in period clothing. 

 Share your ideas about everything from human trafficking and reproductive justice to 
equal pay for equal work. 

 
Visit the Matilda Joslyn Gage Foundation at: https://matildajoslyngage.org/ 
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You may have missed it, but CNYCSS hosted a series entitled “Museum Row” this past Spring.  We 
scheduled several of our museum partners to share with our membership what they have been      
working on during the year of COVID.  Many of you have likely visited a site or two in your youth or 
perhaps even in recent years.  You might be surprised by how much the beloved sites have changed 
and how their digital/online presence has expanded in recent years. 
 
One site that has been bumped to the top of my list because of my experience in their virtual       
workshop is The Seward House.  If you haven’t had the pleasure of talking with Dr. Jeff Ludwig,   
Director of Education or Zachary Finn, Education and Outreach Coordinator, then plan a visit to the 
Seward House soon.  These two gentlemen are energetic and passionate about the work they do at the 
Seward House.   
 
Dr. Ludwig and Mr. Finn have expanded the virtual tours they have pre-recorded and available on 
their YouTube channel and two interactive virtual tours.  If you are like me, the Diplomats Gallery is 
a site I always want to really linger at and take a moment to learn who all the interesting people are 
that Seward had a diplomatic relationship with, or according to the website and Seward, the people 
that were his “tormentors”.   

Beware, their enthusiasm is catching!  After their workshop I dug into one of their book                  
recommendations, “The Agitators” by Dorothy Wickenden.  Listening to Wickenden recount the   
correspondence between Frances Seward and her husband was both hilarious and engaging as the two 
strong-minded Central New Yorkers sharpened their rhetorical knives over their positions on policies 
that impacted the state of slavery in the country. 

Finally, check out their lesson plans for various grade levels. I encourage you to go ahead and take a 
peek at the lesson plans for a grade level other than your own as it will likely inspire additional ideas 
for your classroom. Introduce your families to the “bloody sheet” (always a fan favorite) while        
instilling in them the importance that Central New York played during a key moment in our country’s 
history.   
 
 ~ Erica Martin  
 
 

Seward House Museum YouTube Channel  

 

Current Exhibits  
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Another site that never gets “old” is Fort Ticonderoga.  Though a little bit of a hike for many of us, it 
is worth it!  This consumer of all things historic has never been disappointed when making the         
pilgrimage to the eastern part of New York.  Fort Ticonderoga’s Rich Strum have not rested during 
the year of COVID.  They have just recently unveiled their Center for Digital History. 
 
Learn about how the efforts of Sarah Pell ensured that the details of the early days of the Fort          
Ticonderoga site were preserved.  Learn how her ambitions, though unable to mimic the achievements 
of her male relatives, led her to play a key role in the preservation of this site which would lead to her 
active role in the suffrage movement.  

Fort Ticonderoga has an excellent YouTube channel, which you can make use of if an in-person     
adventure is not available. From material topics like the “bull’s eye” glass of the 18th century to how 
to understand all those interesting markings on “old” cannons, the Fort Ticonderoga staff has a        
diverse and engaging collection that you and your students will find enjoyable.  

 ~ Erica Martin  

Click the link below to check out Fort Ticonderoga's YouTube Channel  
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Explore 2000 acres where America made history! Purchase daily general admission, add-on 
experiences, and after-hours special tours below. Save on your general admission tickets today 

when you become a member! 

Fort Ticonderoga and Mount Defiance are open for Campaign Season and daily 
visitation Tuesday-Sunday through October 31, 2021!  

Explore the beautiful gardens, discover the epic history, find adventure in signature 
events, march with the Fifes & Drums, and learn about a historic trade. 

Visit the reconstructed fort, get lost in the 6-acre historic corn maze, enjoy the Carillon 
Battlefield hiking trail, and take in the unforgettable view from the top of Mount Defi-
ance with a sweeping vista of Lake Champlain and Vermont’s Green Mountains. 

Stay up-to-date with on-site events and exciting virtual programs by visiting the event 
calendar 

           Event calendar 

 

Access Educational Content 
from Home! 

Go beyond the historic grounds of Fort Ticonderoga and enjoy our award-winning educational 

programs digitally! Join engaging, interactive programs and discover the powerful stories of 

the men and women who lived at Ticonderoga in the 18th century. 

Learn More  
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Keep up to date by visiting the websites of our local Museums and Historical Associations 

for updates and valuable resources for curriculum planning and classroom instruction 

Center for New Americans,  

Interfaith Council  

https://www.interfaithworkscny.org/  

 

 

 

Onondaga Historical Association  

https://www.cnyhistory.org/  

Chittenango Landing Canal Boat Museum 

https://chittenangolanding.org/  

 

 

 

Erie Canal Museum 

https://eriecanalmuseum.org/  

Camillus Erie Canal Museum 

http://www.eriecanalcamillus.com/  

 

 

 

Seward House 

http://www.sewardhouse.org/  

New York Geographic Alliance  

https://www.nygeographicalliance.org/  

 

 

 

National Abolition Hall of Fame & Museum 

https://www.nationalabolition halloffame-

andmuseum.org/  

Seneca Falls Women's Rights National Park 

https://www.nps.gov/  

New York Council for History Education 

https://www.nysarchivestrust.org/nyche  

Fort Ticonderoga 

https://www.fortticonderoga.org/  
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SUMMER  2021 LITERATURE  FOR THE K-8  SOCIAL STUDIES CLASSROOM   

By Mary Duffin 

LEAVE IT TO ABIGAIL  (The Rev-
olutionary Life of Abigail Adams) by 
Barb Rosenstock and illustrated by  
Elizabeth Baddeley.  Little Brown and 
Company, New York.2020. Hardcover. 
ISBN: 978-0-316-41571-2. 
 
A delightful story of Abigail Adams 
who was different from what was      
expected and married a poor country 
lawyer, John Adams.  She managed a 
farm during the Revolutionary War and 
fed hungry soldiers.  Instead of leaving 
the governing to men, she insisted they 
“Remember the Ladies”.  When John 
became the President of the United 
States, Abigail became First Lady and 
served as one of John’s most powerful 
advisors.  She was an extraordinary 

woman who surprised the world.  This book is partially illustrated with cross-stitch (embroidery) 
samplers to organize the many facets if her life while still staying true to the era in which she 
lived.  At the end of the book is an author’s note and an artist’s note with selected sources and 
more information about the book. Grades 2 to 6 

JOEY:THE STORY OF JOE BIDEN, by Jill 
Biden with Kathleen Krull, illustrated by Amy June 
Bates. A Paula Wiseman Book, Simon Schuster 
Books for young Readers, New York, 2020.       
Hardcover. ISBN: 978-1-5344-8053-7. 
 
This is the story of our newly inaugurated 46th     
President, Joseph Biden, and tells us about his young 
life that was an adventure for him in the working-
class town of Scranton, Pennsylvania.  He was a    
natural leader full of courage and always ready to 
take a dare.  Later, after moving to Delaware and   
inspired by the civil rights movement, he decided to 
run for public office to stand up for those who could 
not stand up for themselves.  At the end of the book 
is a Family scrapbook, sources for quotations, a   
timeline, a bibliography and some of his Bidenisms. 
Grades 2 to 6 

Grades  2- 6 

Grades  2 - 6 
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GITTEL’s JOURNEY (An Ellis Island Story) by  
Leslea Newman and pictures by Amy June 
Bates.  Abrams Books for Young Readers, New 
York.  2019.  Hardcover. 
ISBN:978 141 9727 474. 
 
Knowing that home was not safe Gittel and her mother 
are supposed to immigrate to America together.  Before 
they can board the boat to Ellis Island, the health       
inspector tells Gittel’s mother that she isn’t well enough 
to travel.  So Gittel makes the journey alone.  Her 
mother promised her that everything will turn out fine. 
Even though she is only nine years old she has a safe 
journey and enjoys her trip.  Her mother gave her a 
piece of paper with the name and address of her     
mother’s cousin and she carefully keeps it safe.  She is 
welcomed by the Statue of Liberty and heads for Ellis 
Island and is checked by a doctor and waved through 
and then asks for help because the paper with the 
cousin’s address has nothing on it but a fat blue 
smear.  After awhile they decide to take her picture and 
put it and her story in the newspaper.  The next day her 
mother’s cousin Mendal comes to claim her and he helps Gittel to write a letter to her mother.  Months 
pass and her mother’s eye has healed and she safely arrives in America and they are reunited.  At the 
end of the book is a lengthy Author’s note with pictures and factual information.  Also, there is a    
glossary, bibliography and web sites. Grades 2 to 6 

 

ADA LOVELACE, POET OF       
SCIENCE, THE FIRST COMPUTER 
PROGRAMMER by Diane Stanley, 
illustrated by Jessie Hartland. Simon and 
Schuster Books for Young Readers, 
New York, 2016.  
Hardcover.   ISBN:978-1-4814-5249-6. 
 
This is the biography of Ada Lovelace, 
whose father was Lord Bryon and her 
mother was his mathematical wife,    
Annabella.  It is the story of how an    
important but little-known woman-a 
brilliant scientist and mathematician- 
would go down in history as the first 
computer programmer.  She became 
friends with Charles Babbage who was 
the great mathematician and                
inventor.  She worked on a revolutionary 

new machine called the Analytical Engine with him and became the “Translator” and wasn’t      
credited by name, only by the initials A.A.L.  At the end is an Author’s Note and the controversy 
about the notes. Also, included is a timeline, selected bibliography and glossary. 
Grades 3 to 8 

Grades 2 - 6 

Grades 3 - 8 
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RUTH OBJECTS, THE LIFE OF RUTH BADER 
GINSBURG, By Doreen Rapport and illustrated by Eric 
Velasquez. Disney, Hyperion, New York. 2020.         
Hardcover. ISBN: 9781484747179. 
 
This is an outstanding biography about Ruth Bader     
Ginsburg who was a trailblazer, a fighter, a public servant 
who dedicated her life to the pursuit of equality.  It is her 
story and how she was encouraged by her mother to stand 
up for what she thought was right.  She graduated first in 
her class from Cornell University and tied for the top of 
her graduating class at Columbia Law School.  She faced 
prejudice as both a woman and a Jew, making it difficult 
to get a job.  She had a distinguished career as a            
lawyer.  In 1993, she became the second woman ever    
appointed to the United States Supreme Court.  As a     
student, teacher, lawyer and judge, Ruth experienced    
unfair treatment, but she persisted, becoming a cultural 
icon, championing equality in pay and opportunity.  This 
book is one of the award-winning Big Words series. At 
the end of the of book Is a timeline, an author’s note, an  
illustrator’s note, a bibliography and acknowledgements  
and source notes. Grades 2 to 6 
 

 

A WOMEN IN THE HOUSE AND SENATE – 
HOW WOMEN CAME TO WASHINGTON 
AND CHANGED THE NATION by Ilene Cooper, 
illustrated by Elizabeth Baddeley.  Abrams Books 
for Young Readers, New York.  2020. Hardcover. 
ISBN: 978-4197-4266-8 
 
This book is newly revised and up-dated, chronicles 
more than 150 years of American History and the 
lives of the female leaders who have helped shape 
it.  Best selling author, Ilene Cooper, begins with the 
women’s suffrage movement and concludes with the 
2018 elections.  She highlights the victories and    
defeats – of the diverse and inspiring group of    
women who have worked tirelessly to break down 
barriers and open doors for countless other women, 
as well as children and men, across the nation.  An 
inspiring and empowering look at the legislative 
branch of America’s government and it will          
encourage our newest generations to continue the 
unfinished work of ensuring that more women serve 
at all levels of elective office.  At the end of the book 

is an appendix which defines certain terms, institutions and procedures mentioned in the book.  Also, a 
complete list of women in Congress, notes on all 8 parts, a bibliography, acknowledgments and an    
index. Grades 4 to 8 

Grades 2 - 6 

Grades 4 - 8 
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THE CONSTITUTION DECODED (A Guide to the Document that shapes our nation.) by Katie 
Kennedy, illustrated by Ben Kirchner. Contributing Editor, Kermit Roosevelt. Workman Publishing 
Company, New York. 2020. Softcover. ISBN:978-1-5235-1044-3. 
 
It’s hard to be a good citizen if you don’t know your rights and responsibilities.  This book helps us all 
understand where the ideas that formed our country came from, and what we need to know to shape 
our future.  Every article, section and amendment and what they meant when they were written and 
what they mean now.  The book shares the big ideas that keep our democracy running, such as free-
dom of speech and the right to vote.  At the end of the book is a copy of the Declaration of Independ-
ence and the Articles of Confederation.  Also, you will find a glossary of the vocabulary used, sugges-
tions for further reading and information about the author, illustrator and contributing editor and an 
index. 

Grades  4 - 8 
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CNYCSS Officers 
 

Erica Martin- President 

Jen Medwid-  V-P for  

Programming  

Carrie-Ann Ronalds- V-P for 

Membership  

Lynette Avery- Treasurer  

Vince Monterosso- Secretary  

Kate Gross- Past President  
 

 

Board Members 
 

Stephanie Baran 

Thomas Bennett 

Keith Bybee 

Kathryn Daughton 

Jim Doherty 

Mary Duffin 

Jennifer Fanelli  

Caitlin Goodwin 

Marcus Guy 

Anthony Hazard 

Mary Kathryn Lonergan 

Troy Killian 

John Langdon  

Jennifer McDonald  

Jim Miller  

Kim O'Neil 

Scott Peal  

Sarah Schultheis  

Nick Stamoulacatos 

 

The CNYCSS is a CTLE Certified Organization  

Become a Member Today 
 

As a member of CNYCSS you will receive our  

quarterly newsletter as well as exclusive  

invitations to special guest speakers and dinner  

meetings as well as our Annual Conference. You  

will also receive notification of professional  

development opportunities and grant opportunities.   

Visit http://www.cnycss.memberlodge.com/  

Serve on the CNYCSS Board 
 

As a conduit for collaboration and a voice for Social Studies Educators 

across Central New York and beyond, the CNYCSS is continually 

working to strengthen ties with educators across the region. Serving on 

the Board provides the opportunity to lend one's talents, perspective, 

and efforts in increasing the role and impact of the social studies across 

our state. Those interested please contact Erica Martin.       

ekvmartin@gmail.com 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Newsletter Submissions 
 

The goal of our newsletter is to shine light on the great work being 

done by educators in Central New York, connect our members,         

advocate for Social Studies Education, and provide a link for             

curriculum and classroom resources. Wish to share a message of        

advocacy? Want to share a resource that you saw make an impact in the 

classroom? Please feel free to send your questions and submissions to 

Troy Killian.      Tkillian@scsd.us 

Follow us @cnycss 

http://www.cnycss.memberlodge.com/
mailto:ekvmartin@gmail.com
mailto:Tkillian@scsd.us

